COMMUNITY FORUM AGENDA 
Confronting White Supremacy & Anti-Black Racism In Our Communities 
(feel free to tailor the workshop as necessary for your respective audiences, but please do acknowledge DRUM)



6:30 - 6:45
Opening 






                        [15 min]
· Welcome & Intro & Context
· We gonna beat! Back! the racist attacks! We gonna BEAT BEAT BACK! THE RACIST ATTACKS! (5x)
· Breakout 5 groups: Bangla, English, Spanish, Tagalog, Urdu-Hindi 

6:45 - 7:45
Workshop 






                        [60 min]
1. F1 - Context (5min) 
· What do know about what happened in Charleston?

· Who was the killer? What were his beliefs? What did he say?

· Who was the target? What is the role of the AME Church in Black history? 

· It was the Mother Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church
· 9 People were killed. Read out their names. 

· Know Their Names

· What has been the media response? Politicians’ response? Is this the same response if it was someone from our communities?

· Shooters Cartoon

· This is why we wanted to have this conversation within our communities
2. F2 - Histories of white supremacy (15min) 
· This incident in Charleston is not an isolated incident. It is a part of a long history of racism. Of White Supremacy.

· F1 - INDIGENOUS GENOCIDE: How was America founded? Was this empty land before then? Who lived here? What happened to them? Did the European settlers come with visas? Did they ask permission? Were they “legal”?
1. Genocide of 20 to 200 million people. Map of indigenous nations
2. Said God had chosen white people. And indigenous people were not humans.

3. Took children away from Indigenous communities to take away language, culture, traditions Native Forced Schools
· F2 - SLAVERY: How did America become the richest country in the world? 

1. Kidnapped black people from all over Africa and sold them as slaves Slave ship map
2. American economy was built on the blood and sweat of Black people Scarred backs
3. During slavery, laws banned black people from learning to read or write

4. Families were torn apart and sold off separated from each other

5. America fought a war to decide whether black people should be slaves or not

· F1 - AFTER SLAVERY: Did the racism against black people end with slavery? Does it continue today? How?
1. After Civil War, when black communities started becoming successful and strong, the started Jim Crow Laws which prevented education, travel, voting, businesses

2. Lynchings were the public killings of Black men, women and children by white mobs who celebrated with picnics and parties. Especially targeted leaders of Black communities Lynching image
3. Mass incarceration – America has the highest number of people in prison. 5% of world population, but 25% of world prison population. Prison stats
4. Police killings – Every 28 hours a Black man, woman or child is killed by the police or vigilantes. And rarely get punished. Faces of police killings
· F2 - COLONIALISM( IMPERIALISM: How many of us are immigrants or from immigrant families? How many of us come from poor countries? Why did we leave our home countries? Racist domination was not only in America. 

1. Almost all of the world was colonized by European or American powers Colonization map
2. Same system of hierarchy in our countries – Rulers and rich people are whiter; Poor people are darker and indigenous Our rulers vs our people
3. Destroyed our societies and we have been forced to leave our homes

4. But also made laws to prevent us from coming here, or made laws to exploit us as workers here. Chinese Exclusion Act kept Chinese people out of this country for 83 years. Asian Exclusion Act kept Arabs, South Asians, and other Asians out for 40 years. Bracero programs exploited and then deported Mexican workers. Bracero + Asian Exclusion
5. When our people first came here, they were welcomed by other oppressed communities

· Bengali Harlem – NYC, New Orleans, Detroit, Bengali migrants married working-class African American & Puerto Rican women (working-class, marginalized communities). 

· Punjabi Sikh farmers in California – Punjabi Sikh/Mexican families, farmers, railroad workers, and factories
6.  This system that forces people to migrate continues to this day through Wars, Free Trade Agreements, Worker exploitation, Economic Policies, etc. ( Imperialism.
7. Who made these laws against our communities? Who attacks our temples, mosques, and gurdwaras? Who are the people who stand with guns at the border to keep our people out of this country? Who occupied our homelands? Who exploits us as workers in our home countries and here? 

8. The same people who hate black people are the same people who hate immigrants, Latinos, women, gay and lesbian people, Muslims
3. F1 - Define white supremacy (10min)
· Three parts:

1. Superiority of whites and domination or elimination of other peoples

2. A system – resources and power: through laws, ideas, media, opportunities, education, policing, labor

3. Divide-and-conquer: Pitting our communities against each other
4. F2 - Histories of Resistance (5min)
· Indigenous resistance

· Slave uprisings
· Civil Rights – For Black people, but also fought against anti-immigrant laws. Many of us wouldn't be here, or have the rights we have, without Civil Rights victories.
· Labor movements

· Power movements: AIM, Black Panthers, Young Lords, Brown Berets, Yellow Peril

· Today, are we fighting back? Are we active for immigrant rights? Workers rights? Black Lives Matter? Against police killings?

· Are we fighting back in unity with others?
5. F1 - What is our role? (20min)
· We really only have three choices
1. Become part of system of white supremacy 

· Change our names

· Try to be more American than Americans

· Be more racist than racists

· Say, think, and act as if we are better than Black people

· EXAMPLES: 

a. Nikki Haley – Governor of South Carolina 

b. Bobby Jindal – Governor of Louisiana
c. Ted Cruz – Senator from Texas
· RESULT: We will never be fully accepted

2. Only worry about ourselves

· Not be active in struggles - blinders
· Or only struggle for our own issues and our own communities

· RESULT: Sooner or later we will also be attacked by system of white supremacy; and standing alone we will always lose

3. Become part of history of resistance to destroy white supremacy
· Join organizations or make your own

· Work in unity with other communities
· Fight for justice for ALL people

· Get rid of this system of racism and exploitation

· RESULT: We will win freedom

4. Which path will we choose? Facilitated open discussion.
7:45 - 8:00
Reconvene as circle






                        
[15 min]

8:00 - 8:10
Vigil 






                        


[10 min] 
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